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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham 


< Address: 540 Massasoit Road 


Historic Name: Cobb — Phillips House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1855 

Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 

Style/Form: Greek Revival/front gable block 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


View from SW. paces 
Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) Rookwood shines 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, ca. 1900 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yes(L| Date: 

Acreage: 0.67 

Setting: The property is situated at a five-way intersection 
in the center of North Eastham with a number of 19°"- 


century properties later subdivided for dense residential 
development. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Cobb — Phillips House, built ca. 1855, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a front-gable fagade and a 
cross-gable wing set back at the rear of the south side. The three-bay front fagade contains an entrance on the south side with 
sidelights and a transom, each with louvered blinds, offset by two windows on the north side; two upper-story windows are 
centered in the gable. The trim on the fagade is without the heavy Greek Revival proportions popular in the era indicating its later 
construction date. It still has somewhat-wide corner and frieze boards and a gable cornice with short returns, but the trabeated 
architrave characteristic of doorways is absent. The north side of the house contains two windows. One each for principal rooms 
within and with a center chimney between them. Three windows are arranged on the south side with a space between one in the 
front and the others, probably for a steep run of stairs. The room behind the stairs may have originated as a kitchen. The one- 
story wing positioned way at the rear likely is an addition for a later kitchen; a small ell is attached to the rear of the wing. A small 
barn located behind of the house has a front-gable fagade and trim to match the house, although the wagon door has been 
replaced with a large window. A shed-roof wing is attached to the north side and contains the fagade’s only door. 


The house and barn are situated on a triangular lot at the intersection of Massasoit and Oak roads and is screened by heavy 
foliage on all sides. A driveway enters the property at the south end of the Massasoit Road frontage and extends back to the 
barn. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In November 1846, John Walker Higgins (1796-1870) and his father Benjamin (1767-1853) sold five acres in North Eastham to 
master mariner Lincoln F. Cobb (1820-1900), the son of Scotter and Phebe Knowles Cobb of North Eastham.’ The 1850 census 
enumerated Cobb in the Fort Hill neighborhood in South Eastham as a mariner with $500 in real estate heading a household 
with his 27-year-old wife Mercy Doane, whom he married in Eastham in 1841. Cobb was the youngest of his parents’ twelve 
children, and as a young man he began his career on fishing vessels; after some few years he entered the merchant service 
along the Atlantic Coast. Boston newspapers document that he was master of the Boston bark John Price Wetherell in 1855 and 
1859 and of the Boston schooner William B. Castle in 1860. The 1855 census and the 1858 map locates him at this Massasoit 
Road location where in 1860 the census credited him with $800 in real property and $1200 in personal estate. By 1870 his real 
property value had increased to $1100. He and his wife had no children that survived infancy, and in 1870 they shared their 
North Eastham household with fourteen-year-old Edward F. Cobb, the son of Lincoln’s younger brother Harding K. Cobb. 


By 1878 Lincoln and Mercy Cobb moved to Chelsea, where he became captain of a government ferryboat, and in 1881 he sold 
540 Massasoit Road to Caroline L. Phillips for $600.2 Born Caroline L. Brown in 1856,she was the daughter of Ezekiel and 
Hannah Brown of North Eastham and married Eastham mariner James Phillips in 1878. James Phillips was born in Eastham in 
1848 and was the son of longtime North Eastham physician John Phillips and his second wife, the widowed Mehitable Dill Moors 
(sometimes Morse or Moore), who had seven children at the time of her husband Jabez Moors’s death in 1847. John Phillips 
died in 1859, and in 1860 James was living with his mother and half-siblings in a house nearby on State Highway. After moving 
to the 540 Massasoit Road house Phillips began working with the United States Life Saving Station at Nauset and was a 
surfman there through the 1880s.? In the same decade he also served the town on the school committee and as a combined 
selectman/assessor/overseer of the poor. 


By the turn of the twentieth century Phillips had turned to farming, and in 1902 the town taxed him on a house assessed at $750, 
a barn at $150, eight hen houses at $165, 26.5 acres of land, a horse, a yearling, and 227 chickens.. He was among Eastham’s 


' John W. Higgins and Benjamin Higgins to Lincoln F. Cobb, 30 November 1846, BCD 42:307. 
? Lincoln F. Cobb, Chelsea, to Caroline L. Phillips, 29 March 1881, BCD 147:44. Cobb’s obituary states that he was captain of a Chelsea ferry 
for eleven years, then moved to Stoughton and ultimately to a “small fruit farm’ in Randolph, where he died in 1900; his widow Mercy died 
there in 1903. See “North Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 11 June 1900, 4. 
3 Yarmouth Register, 6 September 1884, 1, reported, “A. N. Bearse takes the place of James Phillips, at the Life Saving Station. It is wrong 
that Mr. Phillips was pushed out; he was the right man in the right place.” But September 1889 he was listed among the seven surfman at the 
Nauset station, still under the management of Bearse; see “Life-Savers of Cape Cod,” ibid., 14 September 1889, 1. 
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asparagus growers in 1908, and the 1920 census lists him as a truck farmer. He died in July of that year, and in March 1926 his 
widow sold 540 Massasoit Road to real estate developer Warren E. Burgess of Brewster; she died in July 1927. Burgess sold 
the property in 1927 to James Y. Gill of Eastham, who sold it to summer resident Augustus F. Crowley of Arlington in 1928. 
Crowley was living during the season on Bridge Road in South Eastham in 1929 and very likely rented 540 Massasoit Road. 
Crowley took out a mortgage on the property with Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank and lost it through foreclosure in 1933.* 


The bank held 540 Massasoit Road for five years and ultimately sold it and what was then a 1.50-acre lot to Carol Blanchard 
Brewer and James Richard Brewer, children of James Putnam Brewer and Lucille Brewer of Nauset Road in Eastham; their 
father had died in 1937.° The 1940 census lists Lucille Brewer, a nursery school teacher, with her teenage children in this house. 
By 1946 the Brewers had moved to Brookline, New Hampshire, and sold the property to John B. Reed Jr., who owned it until 
1951. Harold D. and Jean M. White of Ridgewood, New Jersey, owned 540 Massasoit Road from 1951 to 1969; W. Snowdon 
Smith and his wife Elizabeth of Victor, New York, owned it from 1969 to 1984, when they sold it to Harry E. and Bette J. Klinger 
of Hewitt, New Jersey. The Klingers subdivided the parcel and sold 540 Massasoit Road and its 0.67-acre lot to Nicholas 
Lawrence of Truro in 1998, who was the owner of record in 2020.® 
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4 Caroline L. Phillips to Warren E. Burgess, Brewster, 3 March 1926, BCD 431:292; Warren E. Burgess, Brewster, to James Y. Gill, 7 June 
1927, BCD 443:420; James Y. Gill to Augustus F. Crowley, Arlington, 7 May 1928, BCD 455:112; Augustus F. Crowley to Cape Cod Five 
Cents Savings Bank, 3 August 1933, BCD 497:113. 
5 Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank to Carol Blanchard Brewer and James Richard Brewer, 28 January 1938, BCD 545:79. 
§ Carol Blanchard Brewer and James Richard Brewer, Brookline NH, to John B. Reed Jr., 18 January 1946, BCD 640:67; John B. Reed Jr. and 
Ethel T. Reed to Harold D. and Jean M. White, Ridgewood NJ, 13 October 1951, BCD 794:551; Harold D. and Jean N. White to W. Snowdon 
Smith and Elizabeth S. Smith, Victor NY, 29 July 1969, BCD 1446:67; W. Snowdon Smith and Elizabeth S. Smith to Harry E. and Bette J. 
Klinger, Hewitt NJ, 20 July 1984, BCD 4186:284; Bette J. Klinger to Nicholas Lawrence, Truro, 31 July 1998, BCD 11609:309. The 540 
Massasoit Road house is depicted on Lot 1 of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass., Belonging to Harold D. White et us (Jean N.),” 
August 1960, BCD 159:17. 
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The 1960 subdivision of a then1.5-acre parcel placed the house and barn on a 0.67 acre lot (BCP 159:17). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of barn from west. : 
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